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 Environment Patch Project – Grades K-2  

 

Is the earth in trouble? Our earth is rich in valuable natural resources. It 

also provides us with air to breathe and water to drink. But we are using 

up our resources quickly, and often in ways that are harming our planet. 

Learning about recycling, pollution, conservation and more by completing a Patch Project is 

a good way to start understanding how you can help our environment. 

 

Environment Study 

Follow these steps to complete a Patch Project: 

1) Decide what air-related project you’d like to do (topics could include biodiversity, 

conservation, natural resource management, pollution, biomes, ecology) 

2) Identify the purpose of your project (“My purpose is to learn more about…”) 

3) Write down the materials you used to learn more about your energy topic (“I went to the 

…..” or “I used the internet to research…”) 

4) Gather or take photos or make drawings to provide information about your energy topic 

5) Present data about your project using a chart or graph, list of facts, or statistics 

6) Summarize your project, show how the topic is relevant to people or the environment, or 

illustrate what viewers should learn from this project 

7) Make a project display and related diorama to present at the Patch Project Days and 

Patch Science Fair 

8) Practice telling an audience about your project and what you learned! 

 

Environment Project Ideas 

Here are some ideas to get you thinking about the variety of environment projects that can 

be done. However, please make an effort to think of a unique project. You are also 

encouraged to work with your child to identify a project that interests them! 

 What can farmers do today to conserve water and land resources? 

 Research how different countries manage their garbage 

 What happens after the recycling truck leaves your home? Where does the “stuff” go? 

 What are some of the well-known environmental protection organizations and what do 

they do? 

 What is “smog” and where would you find it? Why is it harmful? 

 What are “green spaces” in cities, and how are they helpful? 

 Research biomes and explain why some plants and animals grow in certain areas but not 

others 
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More environment project ideas: 

 

 Discuss how protecting the world's coral reefs is beneficial to all living things and how a 

changing world climate is a hazard to the coral reefs 

 What is “soil”, why is it important, what things harm soil, and how can we take care of it? 

 Show the history and cause of the extinction of several animals throughout history 

 Show some different ways that everyone can conserve water at home and why it’s 

important to not waste water 

 Find new uses for three or four recycled items from your home 

 Learn about climate change issues, the greenhouse effect, carbon dioxide, fossil fuels 

and other topics related to global warming 

 Research Earth Day, how it started, and some ideas to celebrate it 

 

Example Project Plan for a Simple Environment Project – Electric Vampires! 

1) Research how “vampires” live on energy from the television, X-box, furnace, refrigerator, 

stove, and microwave in our homes 

2) Show through pictures and charts some information you found through research using: 

a. Internet 

b. Books or magazines or video 

c. Exhibits or other on-site resources or personal experience 

3) Make a chart showing simple ways to conserve energy at home 

4) List important energy and conservation-related words and their definitions 

5) Research and write responses to the following questions: 

a. What percent of our energy comes from non-renewable sources like oil and natural 

gas? 

b. How are some sources of energy dangerous to the environment? 

c. What alternative forms of energy could we start using? 

6) Make a drawings of the rooms in your house and all the energy vampires in each room 

 

Web Sites for Additional Environment Project Ideas and Information 

 http://www.pca.state.mn.us/ 

 http://environment.nationalgeographic.com/environment/ 

 http://www.sierraclub.org/ 

 http://www.audubon.org/ 

 http://www.worldwildlife.org/ 

 http://www.nwf.org/ 

 http://www.ran.org/ 

 http://www.nature.org/ 
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